
Coverage

Element 
name

Coverage

DCMI 
definition

The extent or scope of the content of the resource. Coverage will typically include spatial location (a place name or geographic 
coordinates), temporal period (a period label, date, or date range) or jurisdiction (such as a named administrative entity).

Usage Optional

Usage 
instruction

Recommended best practice is to select the value from a controlled vocabulary (for example, the Getty Thesaurus of 
Geographic Names or TGN) and that, where appropriate, named places or time periods be used in preference to numeric 
identifiers as, for example, sets of co- ordinates or date ranges. If necessary, repeat this element to encode multiple locations or 
periods.

Do not 
confuse 
with

Scheme
ISO 3166 [ ] http://www.iso.ch/iso/en/prods-services/iso3166ma/02iso-3166-code-lists/index.html
Box [ ] http://dublincore.org/documents/dcmi-box/
TGN [ ] http://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabulary/tgn/
DCMI Period [ ]http://dublincore.org/documents/2000/07/28/dcmi-period/

Examples

Example Spatial: ISO 3166 
<dc:coverage>NL</dc:coverage> 

Example Spatial: BOX 
<dc:coverage> name=Western Australia; northlimit=-13.5; southlimit=-35.5; westlimit=112.5; 
eastlimit=129</dc:coverage> 

Note ad BOX: The syntax used here is provisional, and is currently under review as part of the DCMI work on recommending 
coordinated syntax recommendations for HTML, XML, and RDF. These recommendations and minor editorial changes in this 
document can be expected to take place in the near future. Point http://dublincore.org/documents/dcmi-point/
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